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The Mesic Mixed Hardwood Forest on the north-facing slope above Jim Branch is quite a bit
different.  Here, the canopy is much taller, dominated by 100-110' tall tuliptrees.  Northern red
oak is numerous.  Redbud (Cercis canadensis) and hop-hornbeam are common in the understory. 
The shrub layer is mostly seedlings of redbud, with thousands of young trees dominating the
slope.  Christmas fern and broad beech fern are also abundant on these slopes.  At the foot of the
slopes, bigleaf snowbell (Styrax grandifolia) is common.  There are few wildflowers on this
slope, though a scattering of lily-leaved twayblade (Liparis lilifolia) is present.

The Dry-Mesic Oak-Hickory Forest occurs in the Buckhorn Creek portion but is not widespread. 
White oak dominates the canopy, but some scarlet oak (Q. coccinea) is present.  Understory trees
such as flowering dogwood (Cornus florida), sourwood (Oxydendrum arboreum), and American
holly (Ilex opaca) mix with the hop-hornbeam.  Ericads such as deerberry (Vaccinium
stamineum) are present in the shrub layer; and the herb layer is sparse, with woodland tick-trefoil
(Desmodium nudiflorum) the most common species.

PROTECTION AND MANAGEMENT: Most of the natural area is owned by Progress Energy
(Carolina Power & Light Company) and managed by the N.C. Wildlife Resources Commission
as the Shearon Harris Game Land.  The site is unprotected.  There is probably little need for
Registry as a Natural Heritage Area at the present time.  Additional field work is recommended,
as is additional monitoring of the heronry.
 
No timber harvest should be done in the area.  The heronry site especially needs to be set aside
from the timber base.  The herons require tall trees, preferably in water, for nesting. 
Interestingly, most of the nest trees are on dry land.  Unfortunately, silverberry (Elaeagnus
umbellata) has escaped on the slopes and may be too far advanced in the natural area for control. 
Nonetheless, some control of this invasive shrub might be worth initiating. 

NATURAL COMMUNITIES:  Mesic Mixed Hardwood Forest (Slope variant), Dry-Mesic
Oak-Hickory Forest
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